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[Continued from page 107. ] 
94. DRYM(ECA INQUIETA. 


Prinia inquieta, Rüpp., Atl. tab. 36. fig. 6. Curruca famula, 
Hempr. & Ehr., Symb. Phys. fol. b&b. Drymeca inquieta, Rüpp., 
Syst. Ueb. No. 119; Heugl, Syst. Ueb. No. 171; Id., Faun. 
Roth. Meer. No. 57; Bp., Consp. Av., i. p. 288. 


Supra dilute et pallide fulvescenti-cinerea, vix rufescenti-lavato ; 
pilei, cervicis et interscapulii plumis mediis nigricanti-fusco 
striolatis ; stria transoculari fusca, altera superciliari albida ; 
rectricibus nigricanti-fuscis, 1 medianis pallidioribus, om- 
nibus delicate fasciolatis et dilute et pallide fuscescenti- 
cinereo marginatis, extimis apice albicantibus; gastræo 
albido, regione jugulari maculaque suboculari purius albis ; 
pectoris lateribus et hypochondriis diluto testaceo indutis ; 
jugulo et pectore in plerisque plus minusve-fulvescente 
striolatis ; rostro corneo-flavescente, culmine et apice magis 
fusco; iride helvola ; pedibus cerino-flavidis. 


Long. tot. 4", rostr. a fr. 43", al. 1" 81", caud. 1" 74", 
tars. 7-8", 

In many specimens the feathers of the breast and throat 
present dark brownish striole on the shaft. The fourth and 


* Translated by W. S. Dallas, F.L.S. &e. 
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fifth remiges are the longest, the third but httle shorter, the 
first 8", and the second 3" shorter than the tip of the wing. 
This aberrant form lives in the low bushes of the rocky slopes 
of Arabia Petrea. We met with it between 2000 and 5000 
feet above the sea-level. It appears singly and in pairs, alights 
upon the ground not unfrequently, and hops away over the 
boulders and rocks. It is a very lively and active bird, and 
reminds one in its movements rather of the Phyllopneuste than 
of the true Malurine. The song is somewhat like that of a 
Titmouse ; tbe cal-note also is not unlike that of Parus cristatus. 
During the morning especially, the melodious song of the males 
sounds widely through the mountain solitude of their deserted 
and lifeless abode ; during the heat of the day they are quieter. It 
appears to be a permanent resident ; nevertheless we did not meet 
with this species on the higher summits of the Sinaitic peninsula. 
It probably occurs also on the other side of the Bay of Agabah. 


25. Dryme@ca pacuyruyncna, Heugl. 
Drymeca valida, Heugl., J. f. O. 1864, p. 258. 


Statura obtusa, rostro brevi, valido; cauda lata, breviuscula, 
minus graduata; supra pallide fuscescenti-cinerascens, plu- 
mis medio obscurioribus, fuscescentibus ; tertiariis et rectri- 
cibus fumoso fuscis, illis stricte sordide albicante margi- 
natis, his basin versus obscurioribus, subtus magis canis, 
ante apicem albidum fascia conspicua fuliginoso nigricante 
notatis; remigibus saturate fumosis, extus basin versus 
rufescenti marginatis, intus pallide fulvido limbatis; loris 
sordide albidis; area anteoculari obsolete nigricante ; 
gastreo ex fulvescenti-albido, hypochondriis ex olivaceo 
cinerascenti-, tibiis magis rufescenti indutis ; gula et abdo- 
mine medio purius albis ; rostro basi nigro, apicem versus 
magis esrulescente corneo; pedibus rubentibus; iride 
pallide umbrina. 


Long» tot. 5" 1"; rostrea fr. 52',"al. 2" 5" yeandat wo | 
tars. vix. 1". 

The bill of this species, which is certainly very nearly allied 
to D. fortirostris, Jard. and Fras. (Contr. Orn. 1852, p. 60), 
and D. nevia, Hartl. (Orn. Westafr. p. 56), is very robust, 
short, and pretty strongly arched ; the feet are long and strong, 
with the outer toe shorter than the inner one. 
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We found this species only immediately before and at the 
commencement of the rainy season, in the forest-region of Bongo, 
in Central Africa, where it occurs in pairs in isolated bushes 
upon clearings densely covered with tall grass. It seems also 
to like the vicinity of water; and at the break of day the male 
ascends like a Lark into the air, and descends again in jerks 
with a loud ery, something like “ Zer-ter-ter," and a vibrating 
movement and smiting together of the wings. D. nevia, from 
Senegambia, which I have not been able to compare directly 
with my birds, has, according to my measurements, a rather 
shorter bill, narrower at the base, a yellowish mandible, and 
longer remiges; the wing measured 2” 8", and the tail 1" 8". 
The name originally chosen by me, “ Drymaca valida,” had pre- 
viously been employed by Dr. Peters*; it is therefore now 
changed to D. pachyrhyncha. 


26. Dryma@ca ciNERASCENS, Heugl., J. f. O. 1867, p. 296. 
D. semitorques, Id., ibid., 1862, p. 40 (ex parte). 


Statura D. ruficipitis, at cauda breviore, latiore, minus graduata ; 
noteo areaque utrinque pectorali sordide fumoso-cinera- 
scentibus, immaculatis, pileo (nec cervice) ex cano rufe- 
scente ; loris albidis ; macula obsoleta anteoculari fumosa ; 
ale tectricibus et tertiariis dilute pallide marginatis ; re- 
migibus fumosis, extus basin versus ex cano rufescente 
marginatis, intus basin versus albicante limbatis; uropygio 
pallide murino, supracaudalibus fumoso-cinerascentibus, 
vix rufescente lavatis; rectricibus 1 medianis dorso con- 
coloribus, apicem versus fuligimoso adumbratis, vix albido 
marginatis, et’ ex toto delicate fasciolatis; reliquis fu- 
mosis, infra magis canis, macula latiuscula nigricante 
ante apicem conspicue album notatis, extima utrinque 
pogonio externo delicate albo marginata; gastreo ex ful- 
vescente sericeo-albo, hypochondriis cano lavatis ; tibialibus 
rufescente adumbratis ; rostro nigricante, mandibula media 
albido-cerina ; iride læte helvola; pedibus rubellis. 


Long. tot. 4", rostro a fr. 4"—43", al. 2" 1-2" 2", caud. 
Tu ae 61" tars. 81-92". 

Distinguished from D. ruficeps by the very dark-coloured, 
stronger, rather more arched and shorter bill, broader, shorter, 


* [We are not able to refer to Dr. Peters’s description.—Ep. | 
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aud less graduated tail, somewhat longer third primary, and 
quite different coloration. In the female the frontal region only 
is tinged with ferruginous. In four specimens lying before me, 
the upper surface is always quite spotless, the white tips of the 
five outer rectrices not so large as in that species; the dark 
mark behind them, on the eontrary, is more dilated. The outer 
toe is longer than the inner one. 

We killed this species in October, in the Bogos country, and 
have also examined some specimens from Sennaar whieh are 
quite similarly marked. 

In the Frankfort Museum there is an exactly similar bird, 
under the name of “ Drymæca ruficeps, jev.” ; it was obtained 
by Dr. Rüppell in Abyssinia, and is somewhat smaller; the 
bill is light-coloured, slighter, and straighter, the tail more gra- 
duated, and the flanks are duller dingy-brownish-grey. Bill 
48", wing 1" 114”, tail nearly 1" 6”, tars. 94”. 


27. DnvMccA CISTICOLA. 


Sylvia cisticola, Temm.  Salicaria cisticola, Keys. & Blas. 
Drymeca cisticola, Gray. Cisticola schenicola, Bp., Consp. Av. 
i.p. 286; Heugl., Syst. Ueb. No. 162; Id., Faun. Roth. Meer. 
No. 60; Antinori, Cat. p. 37. Sylvia textriz, Descr. de l'Egypte, 
v. tab. 4 (f). Prinia cursitans, Frankl. (?) ; Cass., Proc. Ac. Nat. 
Sc. Philad. 1856, p. 3; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. No. 754. 


Supra fuliginoso nigricans, plumis omnibus lateraliter fulvo-mar- 
ginatis, marginibus plus minusve rufescente lavatis; uropygio 
et supracaudalibus purius rufescenti-fulvis, obsolete fumoso 
striatis ; loris, supereiliis, ciliis, gastreeo et subalaribus albi- 

dis, lateribus corporis fulvo lavatis; tibialibus rufescenti- 
bus; remigibus fumosis, extus rufescenti-fulvo-, intus basin 
versus fulvo-albicante marginatis; rectricibus fuliginoso- 
atris, infra canescentibus, fulvo marginatis, ante apicem 
album macula subrofundata nigrivante ornatis, deinde pal- 
lidioribus, dimidio basali obscurioribus; rectrice extima 
pogonio externo stricte albido marginata ; rostro cerino- 
flavicante ; pedibus magis rubellis; iride helvola. 

Long. tot. 4" 3"—4" 5", rostr. a fr. 4-42", al 1" 10"— 

TA 113”, tars. 8"—9'" caud. y A 6 


The outer and inner toes of nearly equal length. The fourth 
primary is usually the longest, the third and fifth seareely shorter, 
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NE Sun about 1, the eX 9-10". There ts, especially 
upon theiiner vane of the reetrices betaud the derk spot, a lighter 
space washed witli reddish-yellow, so that, when the tail is com- 
pletely expanded, its apical half appears trifasciate—that is, the 
broad tip itself white, then a tolerably broad and distinct blackish 


band, and then again a more or less striking, lighter, almost 
yellowish baud. The colour of the margius of the feathers on 
the upper surface varies between yellowish-tawny and bright 
rusty-ycllow; the striation is frequently very sharp and almost 
smoky-black, sometimes faded and dilute. 

This species is a permanent resident in Egypt, Nubia, and 
Northern Arabia, goes southwards to Abyssinia, and proba- 
bly also to Sennaar, and certainly does not live among sedges, 
but chiefly in clover- and wheat-fields, in meadows and acacia 
and date-palin thickets, especially when these are overgrown 
by climbing plants and grass, in gardens, and also far from 
the cultivated land, close upon the borders of the desert. This 
lively and abundant bird is usually met with in pairs. In 
the Delta the business of reproduction begins as carly as March, 
when the male may frequently be seen in the neighbourhood of 
the breeding-place, ascending in the same way as 1s usual with the 
Whitethroat ; they also describe circles, flying low with jerks and 
fluttering, aud at the same time uttering a cry of “ ter-ter-ter," 
like the geckos. | Pássler asserts (J. f. O. 1857, p. 115) that this 
species builds among sedges and reeds a nest so peculiar that it 
cannot be confounded with any other (!!) : reed-stalks and sedge- 
leaves are closely woven together, and the leaves sewn together 
with vegetable silk after being pricked with the bill ; the entrance 
into the elongated purse-sbaped nest is placed either above or 
below, or at the side; the five eggs are shining white. All this 
cireumstantial deseription by no means agrees with my obser- 
vations. The little bird probably brecds in wheat- and clover- 
fields ; but I found its nests only in date-palm groves and low 
thorn hedges; they were placed. from one to two feet above the 
grouud, and were from 43" to 6" high, the deep cavity of the nests 
being 2"—21" in diameter. The entire structure is not very thick 
and solid; the form is governed by the locality, and more or 


less approaches that of the Reed-Warbler, but is sometimes rather 
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more bulging in the middle. The nest never hangs freely, like 
a purse-nest, but it is interwoven with leaf-sheaths, thorns, 
twigs, and even grass-stalks, and composed of fine dry grass 
and rootlets. The interior is carefully lined with wool, hair, 
and fibres. The four vividly reddish white very thin-shelled 
eggs exhibit numerous ferruginous spots and points, which are 
usually brought together into the form of a ring at the obtuse 
end so closely that the ground-colour entirely disappears. There 
are also some with a greenish-white ground and light violet and 
rusty-red points and spots. Their form is obtusely oval; their 
length being from 6" to 64'", and their breadth nearly 5". On 
the 27th June I found three nests in Central Nubia, one of 
which contained two young birds and two unincubated eggs, the 
sccond two incubated and the same number of unincubated eggs, 
and the third two fresh-laid eggs. Savi describes the nest 
exactly like Pássler. Brehm gives no information at all about 
the nest, except that in Spain he found five light-blue eggs in 
it *, 

The song of this species has never particularly attracted my 
attention. The birds live on the sea-shore and up to 6000 
fect above the level of the sea; they are by no means shy, and 
are unwilling to quit their dwelling-place when once they have 
established themselves. Their flight is short and low; when 
pursued they endeavour to conceal themselves in the bushes, 
among which they make their way very nimbly and cleverly. 
We never saw them running upon the ground; Brehm, on the 
other hand, says that they do this in the grass; my friend also 
remarks that the indigestible parts of the food, which consists 
of small beetles, Diptera, caterpillars, and little snails, are 
thrown up in pellets. 

Inhabits also Algeria (Loche, Tristram), Cape Lopez (Du 
Chaillu), Zanzibar (Kirk), Southern Europe, Syria and Asia 
Minor, eastward as far as India. 


* [We have before (Ibis, 1868, p. 131) had occasion to refer to the 
paper of M. Lunel (Bull. Soc. Orn. Suisse, i. pp. 9-30), in which that 
zentleman shows how the different accounts of the eggs and nest of this 
species which have been given by various naturalists may be reconciled. 
—Ep.] 
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98. DRYMG@CA FERRUGINEA. 


Cisticola ferruginea, Heugl., Syst. Ucb. No. 163; Id., J. f. O. 
1864, p. 259. Drymeca troglodytes, Antin., Cat. p. 38. 


(Plate III. fig. 2.) 


Minima; supra lete cinnamomeo rufescens; subtus pallidius 
rufescens ; gula et abdomine mediis albidis; loris et stria 
obsoleta superciliari fuscescenti-albidis ; remigibus pal- 
lide fumoso-fuscis, intus basin versus hepatico rufescente 
marginatis; secundariis pogonio externo tergæi colore, 
letius ferrugineo, primariis extus delicatius eodem colore 
marginatis; tertiarlis dorso concoloribus; rectricibus fu- 
moso fuscis, apicem versus magis nigricantibus, lateraliter 
letius cinnamomeo  rufo-, apice obsolete albieante margi- 
natis, + medianis dorso magis concoloribus; tibialibus leete 
rufis ; "subalaribus ex hepatico rufescentibus ; rostro ru- 
bente-corneo, apice nigricante ; iride helvola; pedibus ru- 
bellis. 

Long. tot. 9" 94", rostr. a fr. 41", al. 1" 72"—1" 9", caud. 

1” 38", tars. 71" —9". 

The outer and inner toes of equallength. Thethird and fourth 
remiges are of equal length. Before the somewhat lighter apex 
of the first four rectrices the dark spots peculiar to the genus some- 
times appear, but they are observable only on the underside. Dr. 
Finsch regards this species as identical with the much larger D. 
uropygialis, Fraser (P. Z. S. 1843, p. 17), which, according to 
ihe description, has a completely different coloration, light fer- 
ruginous beneath, and a black band at the tip of the rectrices. 

We found this charming little bird in the year 1853 in the 
country of the sources of the Rahad and Dender, and afterwards 
in abundance about the Djur and Kosanga rivers, in Central 
Africa ; it is usually met with in pairs, and goes about in the 
high grass of the wooded steppe, and sometimes also upon 
shrubs and dry branches. It climbs very actively, is exceedingly 
lively and restless, showing in its behaviour much resemblance 
toa Wren. The tail is frequently much elevated. The bird 
rarely comes down upon the ground; its call-note is a loud 
buzzing chirp. Whether this species is a permanent resi- 
dent, I cannot say. According to my notes, I observed it only 
between the months of Mareh and May. 
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Genus Hemipreryx, Swainson. 
29. HEMIPTERYX oLicura, Heugl.* 


Cisticola brunnescens, Meugl., J. f. O. 1862, p. 289; “ Hemi- 
pteryx immaculate, Hartl.,” Sclater, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 22. 


(Plate III. fig. 3.) 


Pileo subconcolore canescenti-cervino, cervicis plumis medio 
dilute et obsolete fuscescentibus; macula nigricante inter 
oculum et rictum; noteo fuliginoso nigricante; mter- 
scapulii plumis rufescenti-fulvo-, tectricibus alarum sordide 
fulvescenti-marginatis ; uropygio lete cinnamomoeo-fulvo, 
vix fuliginoso striato; rectricibus et supracaudalibus nigro- 
fuscis, sordide at conspieuc fulveseenti-albido marginatis, 
illis apice abrupte albido limbatis ; gastreo genisque ful- 
vescenti-albidis ; subalaribus, hypochondriis et tibiis lete 
ochraceo-indutis ; pectoris lateribus arca conspicua fuligi- 
noso nigricante notatis; primariis pallide fumosis, secun- 
dariis magis fuscis, his extus basin versus rufescente-, illis 
pogonio externo delicate et stricte albido marginatis, om- 
nibus intus basin versus hepatico, fulvescente limbatis ; 
rostro fusco, mandibula pallidiore ; iride helvola; pedibus 
rubello cerinis. 

Long. tot. 3" 6", rostr. a fr. 4:8", al. 2" 1"-2" 2", caud. 

]" 3", tars. 9"—10", 

A remarkably squat form. Bill robust; tarsi long and strong; 
the very short tail is not really graduated, the narrow, whitish 
edge of the tip 1s sharp, broader on the lateral than on the me- 
dian rectrices, nowhere more than 1"' broad; there is no black 
spot before the tip of the rectrices ; their blackish-brown 
ground-colour extends uniformly from the base to the edge of 
the tip; the upper tail-coverts are of the same colour, not di- 
shevelled, and finely but sharply margined with clear greyish- 
yellowish white; the rusty colour of the rump is sharply divided 
from them ; the first primary is 13" shorter than the tip of the 
wing, the third and fourth are the longest, although but little 
longer than the second, fifth, sixth, and seventh. 

We had only once the opportunity of observing this bird in 
freedom ; and this was upou pasture land near Gudofelasi in the 


* [Our contributor does not state on what grounds he supersedes the 
name by which he first described this species.—ED. ] 
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province of Scrawi, at about 6000 fect above the level of the sea, 
where a single male was going about upon the shrubs and the 
stalks of the tall grass. Tis squat form aud short, almost trun- 
cate, tail attracted my attention even at a distance. There is a 
bird of this species, likewise marked as a male, in the Museum 
at Frankfort ; it was killed in Abyssinia, by Dr. Rüppell, in the 
year 1832. 

The measurements of Hemipterya unmuculata, Hartl., which, 
according to Dr. Finsch, is idcutieal with my H. ofigura, are some- 
what less (wing 1" 9%”, tail 91", bill £7, tars. 077, ; and neither 
Dr. Hartlaub nor Dr. Finsch meutions the dark spot on the sides 
of the breast. 

Inhabits also South Africa (Hartl.). 


90. HEMIPTERYX 10D0PY64, Ileugl. 


Similis praecedenti, at. pileo, cervice, iaterscapulio, tergo et tec- 
tricibus ale fuliginoso nigricantibus, lete at late ‘rafesceu- 
ti-fulvo marginatis ; uropy aio ct supracaudalibus rufescen- 
tibus, nigro striolatis ; macula anteoculari nigricante vix 
distincta ; stria lata superciliari, colli lateribus et abdomine 
fulvescenti-albidis, lateraliev letius fulvo lavatis ; tertiariis 
et rectricibus late et conspicue fulvescenti-albido margi- 
natis; maxilla nigricante, mandibula cerulescenti-incar- 
nata; pedibus et unguibus rubellis; iride helvola. 

Long. tot. 3" 8"', rostr. a fr. 44”, al. 2", caud. 1" 2/"—]" 8". 

The tail projects only 8" beyond the closed wings. Whilst 
in Hemipteryz oligura the whole of the vertex and nape is al- 
most uniformly greyish fawn-colour, this second species has the 
above-mentioned parts brownish-black with broad ferruginous- 
tawny margins, so that the upper part of the head appears 
striated, as in. Drymeca cisticola ; the wing-coverts, back, and 
tertials also are blackish-brown with very broad and conspi- 
cuous, more or less vivid rusty-tawny margins to the feathers ; 
the dark-spotted feathers of the sides of the breast form, in both 
species, a pretty large dark spot before the bend of the wing. 

According to my notes, I met with this bird upon cattle- 
pastures, in March 1862, near Tenta, in the country of the 

Wolo-Gala, and in May in the province of Dembea, between 

6000 and 12,000 feet above the sea-level. 
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31. Hemrpreryx HABESSINICA, Heugl. 


Similis Drymece cisticole, at lætius tincta, alis longioribus, cauda 
breviore, minus graduata, rectricibus angustioribus ct absque 
maculis anteapicalibus nigricantibus ; uropygio et supra- 
caudalibus læte fulvo- rufescentibus, ‘nigrieante striolatis. 
Supra lete ochraceo-fulva, plumis medio longitudinaliter 
nigricanti-fuscis, superciliis, regione ophthalmica et abdo- 
mine ex flavicanti-fulvidis, lateraliter lzetius rufescenti-fulvo 
lavatis; rectricibus fuliginoso-nigricantibus, ex rufescenti- 
fulvo marginatis, apice et pogonio externo prime fulvo albi- 
dis; rostro corneo ; iride helvola; pedibus rubentibus. 

Long. tot. 4" 6'", rostr. a fr. vix 4", al, TP 
24", tars. 8”. 

The less graduated and considerably shorter tail, the smoky 
black rectrices, which are scarcely paler beneath, and not washed 
with grey, and have not the characteristic dark spot before the 
whitish tip, and the somewhat longer remiges clearly dis- 
tinguish this species from Drymeca cisticola. The striation of 
the upper surface is also much narrower, with the margins of 
the feathers brighter ferruginous-yellow, and the lower surface 
of a much fresher yellowish-tawny colour. In the Museum at 
Frankfort there is a bird which belongs here as regards its pro- 
portions and the markings of its tail, and differs from mine only 
by the presence of several distinct and large smoky black spots 
upon the sides of the breast, and by the rather broader striation 
of the upper surface. It is marked * Drymaca erythrogenis, 
jav.” 

In this form the outer toe is rather shorter than the inner 
one ; it is therefore best placed in Hemipterya. 

We killed this species repeatedly about marshes, and on damp 
uicadows in the Geaa of Adoa, and on ee Dembea. 


Genus CAMAROPTERA, Sundevall. 


32. CAMAROPTERA BREVICAUDATA, 


Sylvia brevicaudata, Rüpp., Atl. tab. 35. fig. 6. Ficedula bre- 
vieaudata, Rüpp., Syst. Ucb. No. 149. Orthotomus griseoviridis, 
Von Müll., Naumaunia, 1851, iv. p. 27. O. clamans, Heugl., 
Syst. Ucb. No. 179; Bp., Consp. Av. i. p. 258. Cumaroptera 
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brevicaudata, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 62; Brehm, Habesch, 

p. 288 (?). 

Supra ex olivaceo fumosa, pileo et stria transoculari pallidius 
fuscescentibus; superciliis pallide fulvidis; interscapulio, 
teetricibus alarum et margine. exteriore. remigum læte 
olivaceo-virescentibus ; remigibus et rectricibus fumosis, 
his olivascenti-griseo lavatis, apice albido limbatis ; uropygio 
medio albo; subtus sordide albida, pectoris lateribus oli- 
vaceo cinerascenti-, abdomine medio et hypochondriis magis 
fulvido-tinetis; subalaribus albidis, marginem ale versus 
lete flavis; tibiis lete viridi-rufis ;; subcaudalibus pure 
albis; cauda latiuscula, paulo rotundata; rostro longius- 
culo, nigricante, dimidio basali mandibule pallide corneo ; 
pedibus rubellis ; iride pallide helvola. 

Long. tot. 42", rostr. a fr. 6, al. 1" 902-2" 1'", caud. 1" 
43/—]" 6"; tars. 82-9". 

'The first primary about half as long as the second ; the rest 
about equal; the fourth and fifth a little longer. 

Somewhat similar in coloration to Sylvia umbrovirens, Rüpp. 
The tail is not remarkably short; but the rectrices are rather 
narrow at the base, and somewhat darker towards the tip than 
in other parts. The whitish edge of the tip is often wanting. 

Cretschmar’s description and figure of this pretty and lively 
little bird are very defective ; Brehm's characteristics (Habesch, p. 
288) also leave much to be desired. We found this species in 
Kordofan and Sennaar, on the Bahr el Abiad, and throughout 
Abyssinia, even to the northward in Takar, at elevations of from 
1000 to 10,000 feet above the sea. It lives singly and in pairs 
in low bushes, and glides nimbly through the most impenetrable 
thickets, either looking out quietly for its food, or fluttering 
from twig to twig, constantly opening and contracting its wings 
and tail. Its call-note may be nearly imitated by “ huid” or 
“ter”; its song is loud and pealing, resembling that of the 
Whitethroat rather than that of the little Willow-Wrens. 

It is called “ Isa? among the Bogos; and the natives, when 
engaged in business, or on a campaign, carefully observe its 
appearance, and draw omens from its meeting them on the 
right or left side of their road, and from its call-note, as to the 
issue of their undertakings. 

The coloration of the upper surface is variable. Vertex 
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sometimes dark smoky-grey, with a slight olive-coloured tinge ; 
interscapulium still darker, and without any trace of the 
greenish-yellow of the wings; the sides of the abdomen also 
washed with dark grey. 

Inhabits also Senegal (Hartlaub). 


99. CAMAROPTERA OLIVACEA, Sundev., Gifvers, 1850, p. 103. 

Syncopta tincta, Cass., Proc. Ac. Philad. 1855, p. 325. 
Camaroptera tincta, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. No. 186. 

Saturate fumoso cana, subtus pallidior; abdomine medio, erisso 
et subcaudalibus albidis; abdomine ex parte obsolete et 
sordide albicante fasciato ; scapularibus, margine lato tec- 
trieum alze, et limbo exteriore remigum lete olivaceo flavis ; 
subalaribus albidis; margine alari lzte olivaceo flavo; 
cruribus rufescentibus ; rostro nigro ; pedibus rubellis. 

Rostr. a fr. 6", al. 2", caud. 1" 5", tars. 92". 

Like Camaroptera brevicaudata, but the grey coloration still 
deeper, the underside a little lighter than the upper, only 
the vent and under tail-coverts whitish, The middle of the 
belly shows traces of a broad but very obsolete transverse stria- 
tion. The white in the upper tail-coverts is entirely wanting. 
The bird is on tie whole rather larger, and has the bill rather 
narrower at the base, and apparently entirely black. The shafts 
of the remiges and rectrices are whitish beneath. 

The following is the description of a specimen from the Ga- 
boon in the Berlin Museum, which differs not inconsiderably 
from that given by Dr. Hartlaub :— 

* Supra cinerea, alis dilute olivaceo-viridibus; remigibus, primo 
excepto, extus late olivaceis; cauda dilute fusca; axillis 
et cruribus læte flavis, his potius croccis ; subalaribus albo 
flavoque variis ; subtus pallide cinerea, abdomine medio et 
imo albo; rostro nigro; pedibus pallidis. 

* Long. 8" 8", rostr. 53", al, 1" 11", caud. 19 EE 

“ This differs from Nubian specimens only by the darker grey 
coloration of the lower surface of the body. Cassin gives the 
measurenicnt of lis male specimen as follows :—lengtn +, wing 
21", tail 12" 

Aceording to Verreaax this species, as stated by Hartlaub, 
inhabits Nubia; but it is possible that he confounded C. drevi- 
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caudata with it. It is found on the Gaboon (Verre.uy), and St. 


Paul’s River (M‘Dowell). 


34. CAMAROPTERA SALVADOR. 


“ Orthotomus salvado. ce, Paul Würtemberg," Heugl., Syst. 
Ueb. No. 198; Id., J. f. O. 1867, p. 296. 

Pileo in fundo cincreo læte rufo induto ; nucha, tergo et uropygio 
olivaceo viridibus ; alis caudaque saturate fumosis, tectri- 
cibus alarum, eubitalibus ct rectricibus olivaceo-viridi. lim- 
batis; primariis margine exteruo angusto aibicante ; remi- 
gibus intus basin versus lete fulvescentibus; subtus alba, 
epigastrio medio fulvo induto; pectore et hypochondriis 
cano lavatis ; subalaribus cli, fulvo indutis, margine 
alari magis viridi-tlavo ; tibiis hor ufis ; rostro et pedibus 
pallidis, illo culmine apicem versus corneo-fusco. 

Long. tot. circa 43", rostr. a fr. 6", al. 1" 9", cauda 1" 52", 
tars. 91'". 

The very long bill is somewhat depressed at the base; the 
wings rather short and rounded, the fifth primary the longest, 
the fourth and sixth nearly equal to it, the first about half as 
long as the second. Tail pretty much graduated, the rectrices 
narrow and produced into a sharp apex, which is of a whitish 
colour and tinged with olive-green. The upper tail-coverts 
olive-green, tinged with light ferruginous. 

Found by Duke Paul of Wiirtemberg on the Atbara and in 
Sennaar. 

Other species belonging here are :—Cwnaroptera concolor, 
Hartl. (Orn. Westafr. No. 187), from Guinea ; aud C. caniceps, 
Cass. (Proc. Ac. Philad. 1859, p. 38), from the Camma River. 


Genus Oxicocercus, Cabanis, J. f. O. 1853, p. 109. 


35. OLIGOCERCUS MICRURUS. 

Troglodytes micrurus, Rüpp., N. Wirbelth. tab. 41. 
Sylvietta brachyura, Lafr., Rev. Zool. 1839, p. 258?% Oligura 
micrura, Rüpp., Syst. Ueb. No. 115; ilcugl., Ibis, 1859, p. 540. 
Sylvietta brevicauda, Leteby., Ois. Abyss. pl. 6; Bp., Consp. Av. i. 

* Bonapaite (Consp. Av. i. p. 250) cites an Oltgura brachyptera, Lafr. 
from Sennaar. This is probably a lapsi: calami, and should be O. 
brachyura, Lafr. 
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p. 257; Sundev., (ifvers. 1850, p. 128; Heugl., Syst. Ueb. 

No. 161. S. micrura, Hartl., Orn. Westafr. No. 188. 

Minimus; supra pallide murinus, subtus ex rufescente fulvus ; 
loris fumosis ; stria supraoculari, orbitis, mento, gula, genis 
et abdomine medio albidis; rostro pallide fuscescente corneo; 
iride helvola; pedibus rubentibus. 

Long. tot. 3", rostr. a fr. 4"—41'"", al, 1" 11'"-2”, caud. 10”, 
tars. 61-8", 

A charming, lively little bird, which is widely distributed in 
North-east Africa. We found it, usually in pairs, in Southern 
Nubia, Takah, the Bogos country, Abyssinia, Sennaar, on the 
White Nile, and in Kordofan, and on the coast of the Red Sea, 
southward as far as Tedjura. It lives upon tall trees and in the 
bushes, and has a song and call-note not unlike those of the 
European Nuthatch; it does not climb, but hops and glides 
through the bushes, usually with the tail elevated. Not found 
at any considerable elevation, but in Abyssinia ascends to fiom 
5000 to 6000 feet. 

Whether Sylvietta brachyura, Lafr., really belongs to Oligo- 
cercus micrurus is a question that I cannot decide. Hartlaub 
unites the two, whilst Sundevall would rather refer the Oligo- 
cercus obtained by Hedenborg in Sennaar to the first form. 
Sundevall describes it as follows :— 

* Superne cinerea, subtus sordide fulva, ventre medio mentoque 
albidis; genis lineaque superciliari zn£ensius fulvis. A. 
55 [=2”" 87], €. 18 [9], c. 25 [11 "] op MEL 
Rostrum et pedes pallescentes.” 

A bird obtained by Duke Paul of Würtemberg in Southern 
Sennaar presents a light brownish-yellow frontal margin, ocular 
region, and superciliary stripe; throat scarcely paler. Bill 
42", wing 2" 1”, tail nearly 12”, tars. 62". It is possible that 
two nearly allied species live in North-eastern Africa. 

Inhabits also Senegambia (Lafresnaye), Angola (Hender- 
son) (?), Damara (Andersson). 


P.S.—February 8th, 1869. Professor Newton has called my 
attention to a fact which was entirely overlooked by me in the 
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classification of the Malurine. According to him* all the true 
species of Drymæca possess only fen rectrices, while the species 
of Cisticola have twelve. This circumstance necessitates and 
clearly establishes the generic separation of the two forms. 

I cannot but greatly regret that the Malurine within my 
reach for examination are for the most part injured by bad pre- 
paration, and consequently it is impossible for me with certainty 
to determine the number of rectrices in all of them. 

On a further inspection of the North-east African species, I 
find only fen rectrices in Drymeca mystacea (no. 7). 

The following have twelve rectrices, and therefore must be 
referred to the genus Cisticola :—Drymæca rufifrons (no. 6), 
D. clamans (no. 8), D. iodoptera (no. 11), D. flaveola (no. 16), 
D. robusta (no. 17), D. lugubris (no. 19), D. ruficeps (no. 21) 
with its allies, D. pachyrhyncha (no. 25), D. cinerascens (no. 26), 
with, of course, D. cisticola (= Cisticola schenicola) (no. 27) 
and D. ferruginea (no. 28). 

My examples of Drymeca gracilis (no. 9), D. marginata (no. 
(12), and D. inquieta (no. 24) are all injured in the tail. 

Lastly, I may mention that the species of the genera Catriscus, 
Hemipteryz, and Oligocercus have twelve rectrices. 


XI.—Stray Notes on Ornithology in India. 
By Arran Humr, C.B. 


No. III. My first Nests of Bonelli’s Eagle. 


AnovT a mile above the confluence of the clear blue waters of 
the Chambal and the muddy stream of the Jumna, in a range of 
bold perpendicular clay cliffs that rise more than a hundred fect 
above the cold-weather level of the former, I took my first nest 
of Bonelli’s Eagle (Nisaetus bonellii). In the rainy season, water 


* [Iowethe knowledge of this distinction to the kindness of Mr. Swin- 
hoe, and some years ago availed myself of it (Proc. Zool. Soc. 1865, 
p. 48); but I am unable to say to whose discrimination its discovery is 
originally due. Dr. Jerdon was aware of it, as the diagnostic characters 
given by him for the several genera of Drymecine (B. Ind. ii. pp. 164- 
187) show.—A. N.] 


